BASIC   RELIGION i    A   STUDY   IN  GANDHIJl's   RELIGION

public career by sticking to his favourite form of worship, the
worship of God as revealed in Rama. This worship of God
under a particular form is a limitation, perhaps a necessary
limitation, to one trained from childhood in that way. Said
a wise spiritual director to a novice who objected to the .
account of a vision in which an angel had appeared in a
particular human form to a believer: But he would have
had to assume some form to be visible to mortal eyes. God
will continue to be worshipped under various forms so long
as the majority of men and women are at the stage that we
know them to be. Gandhiji grasped the nettle of that
difficulty by himself using in largely Hindu audiences the
prayers that he himself was accustomed to and had drawn
sustenance from. He was thereby conceding and establish-
ing the right of every group of believers to worship in its
own traditional manner. Only he emphasised in his ad-
dresses and showed in his practice that every form was
valid and that, as an oft-repeated line of his favourite
Ramdhun puts it, Isvara and Allah are but different
names of the One God. This doctrine of what he called
the Equality of Religions1 has caused grave misgivings to
militant faiths like Christianity and Islam, which claim each
to be the sole vehicle of God's saving truth. But a Chris-
tianity or an Islam that has to become really Indian must
face this question and settle the issue either of war or of
peace in the religious realm. Gandhiji more than any other
leader of Indian religious thought has faced Christianity
and other militant religions with this choice and also shown
the way of peace and of true religion in the building up of
a united world on the basis of a Common Faith, un-
reservedly accepting the fact of variety in man's apprehen-
sions of, and responses to, a Basic Reality that, in its totality,
is infinitely beyond the measures of the human mind.

1 See Gandhi:   From Yera-vda Mandtr, pp. 38-44.
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